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General notes
This dataset presents statistics on world annual international trade of fishery and aquaculture products. It includes all aquatic animals (fish, crustaceans, molluscs, and other aquatic animals), algae (macroalgae, microalgae, and Cyanobacteria) and other aquatic products (e.g. corals and sponges) with the exception of data on aquatic mammals, reptiles, amphibians, turtles, and miscellaneous aquatic products. Data are expressed in US dollars.
Data are expressed in US dollars, at current prices.
FAO's International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishery Commodities (ISSCFC) has been used for collation of detailed information on countries or zones. ISSCFC is an expansion of the United Nations Standard International Trade Classification, Revision 4 (SITC Rev.4) and is linked with the Harmonized System of the World Customs Organization.
The World Sturgeon Conservation Society (WSCS) provided support on caviar data. The Marine Ingredients Organization (IFFO) provided support on fishmeal and fish oil data.
Where necessary, any data published in previous releases of this dataset have been revised. Where the figures in the current release differ from those previously published, the amended data represent the most recent version. Some statistics provided to FAO by national offices, in particular those for the last year, are provisional and may be amended in future editions.
Mirror statistics, which are the data derived from the other reporting countries’ data, are flagged as I. 
The annual period used is the calendar year (1 January - 31 December) except for the following countries which report data on a split-year basis as indicated:
· AUSTRALIA - Year ending 30 June (up to 2002; from 1998 only imports)
· NEW ZEALAND - Year ending 30 June (only 2002)
Where data for split-years are tabulated together with data on a calendar year basis, those for split-years are shown under the calendar years in which the split-years end.
Two systems of recording trade are in common use, differing mainly in the way warehoused and re-exported goods are recorded: special trade and general trade.
a) Special trade is a system of recording imports for domestic consumption on the one hand and exports of domestic goods on the other. Special imports include goods for domestic consumption and withdrawals from bonded warehouses or free zones for purposes of domestic consumption. Special exports comprise exports of goods wholly or partially produced or manufactured in the country, together with exports of «nationalized goods», but not of goods held in bonded warehouses or free zones.
b) General trade is a system which records total imports and total exports including re-exports. General imports consist of all imports into a country, including goods for domestic consumption and imports into bonded warehouses or free zones. General exports consist of the combined total of national exports and re-exports. Re-exports, in the general trade system, consist of the outward movement of nationalized goods plus goods which, after importation, move outward from bonded warehouses or free zones without having been transformed.
Export and import data in this dataset relate to general trade for all countries except those named below, which report/have reported on the basis of special trade:
· ARGENTINA
· AUSTRIA
· BELGIUM
· BRAZIL
· BULGARIA
· CHINESE TAIPEI
· COLOMBIA
· COSTA RICA (2017, 2019-2021)
· CROATIA
· CZECK REPUBLIC
· ESTONIA
· FINLAND
· FRANCE
· GERMANY
· GREECE
· HUNGARY
· ICELAND
· ISRAEL
· ITALY
· LATVIA
· LITHUANIA
· LUXEMBOURG
· NETHERLANDS
· PERU
· POLAND
· PORTUGAL
· ROMANIA
· SLOVAK REPUBLIC
· SLOVENIA
· SPAIN
· SWEDEN
· SWITZERLAND
· THAILAND
· TÜRKIYE (2017-2019)
Differences between figures given for total exports and total imports of any one commodity may be due to several factors, e.g. the time lapse between the dispatch of goods from the exporting country and their arrival in the importing country; the use of a different classification of the same product by different countries; or the fact that some countries supply trade data on general trade, while others give data on special trade.
In accordance with the internationally recommended practice, import statistics include aquatic species caught by foreign fishing craft, whether or not processed on board, landed in domestic ports; export statistics include aquatic species caught by domestic fishing craft, whether or not processed on board, landed in foreign ports.
In general export values are f.o.b. (free on board) and import values are c.i.f. (cost, insurance, and freight), but there are few exceptions:
· AUSTRALIA -- import and export values are both f.o.b. up to 2018 and in 2020-21
· BRAZIL -- up to 2018 both imports and exports were valued in f.o.b., but since 2021 the imports can be valued in either c.i.f. or f.o.b., while exports are valued in f.o.b.
· CANADA -- import and export values are both f.o.b.
· MEXICO --- up to 2021 import and export values are both f.o.b.
· NEW ZEALAND -- in 2020 and 2021 the valuation for imports was both either c.i.f. or f.o.b. 
· NORWAY -- in 2022  the valuation for imports was both either c.i.f. or f.o.b.
· PERU -- in 2022  the valuation for imports was both either c.i.f. or f.o.b.
· THAILAND -- in 2022  the valuation for imports was both either c.i.f. or f.o.b.
· USA – export values were in f.a.s. (free along side) in 2017
Final data have been provided to FAO by many national offices; others submitted provisional figures only. Whenever national offices failed to report their annual statistics in time for publication, FAO, in the absence of other information, has generally used as trade estimates the returns of trading partners. 
Where national figures in this dataset differ from those previously released by FAO, the most recently published data represent the latest revisions.
The methodological manual of reference on international trade statistics is the International Merchandise Trade Statistics, Concepts and Definitions (IMTS, 2010).
The word "countries" appearing in the text refers to countries, territories and areas without distinction.
The statistical population is the set of countries participating in the work of the OECD Committee for Fisheries (COFI), i.e. the OECD members plus some partners economies. 
To facilitate analysis and comparisons over time, historical data for OECD members have been provided over as long a period as possible, often even before a country became a member of the Organisation. Information on the membership dates of all OECD members can be found on the OECD website.
The source of these data is FAO. 2024. FishStat: Global Aquatic Trade Statistics 1976-2022. [Accessed on 17 April 2024]. In: FishStatJ. Licence: CC-BY-4.0. 
The methodological reference document for fisheries and aquaculture statistics is the CWP Handbook of Fishery Statistics.
[bookmark: _Hlk193894842]Data on international trade are disseminated on-line in the Fisheries and Aquaculture statistics domain of OECD Data Explorer and in the biennial publication OECD Review of Fisheries. More information on fisheries policies and future challenges are available on the OECD dedicated webpage. 
For any further questions please contact: tad.contact@oecd.org.
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